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The Academy Agency FAQ’s
	
	


What is the selection process for getting professional work?
Production companies supply Agents with casting briefs that describe the type and numbers of young performers they need for their particular production be it Film, Theatre, TV, Radio, Corporate, Photographic or Voiceover.

A good Agent will always use their best efforts to match the supplied casting brief.  Every possible care is taken to establish the child’s suitability for the audition and, of course, subject to their performance at the audition, have a reasonable chance of winning the role. If there is any additional information needed before we submit your child for the role we will contact you via the Whatsapp group. For example they may need to eat something specific, be around a certain animal, or speak with a particular accent and we will double check these before submitting if it is something we do not already know. 

Stacey deals with the day to day submissions on the agency up until you get a job at which point Nicola takes over. You will only be notified if you are selected for an audition and that will come from either myself or Nicola depending.

Why haven’t I had an audition yet?
There are often many children submitted for just one role across all of the children’s agencies in the UK and after we have submitted the children that fit the brief from our books it is out of our control which children they call in. Often it is a waiting game but rest assured that anything that comes in that your children are right for they will be submitted. 

Why it is so important to keep your CV updated?
This is very important because if a casting director is looking for something specific then I will only know if your child fits that brief when I look at their CV. Therefore it is really important to make sure your CV is kept up to date. For example location, height, skills etc. If they have taken a recent exam for LAMDA or Dance or Singing then add it on. If they can play an instrument to a particular level then make sure that is stated. Any languages they can speak etc etc. 

Headshots
Children are changing all the time for that reason we require new headshots yearly to ensure the photograph is a true representation of your child. We organise a session with a professional Headshot photographer at a discounted rate for our agency. You are more that welcome to source your own headshot photographer, but a note that if you have modelling shots you wish to use we will need to check they are suitable for acting jobs. 
Make sure you allow our emails to avoid them going into junk:
stacey@theacademy.me.uk nicola@theacademy.me.uk 
What to expect at an audition? 
If you are selected for an audition then we will get in contact to confirm your attendance. Time is of the essence here and we need a quick response. A lot of the time the notice for an audition is just 1 or 2 days. You will have to take your child to the audition, auditions are usually held in London. More commonly we are being asked for self tapes and so we have included a section for how to film a good self tape later on. 

Auditions generally take place Monday to Friday, anytime between 9.30am and 6.00pm. We have little or no control over the time the client will be required to attend.  Most of the time it will be outside of school hours however occasionally they will be asked to leave school early in order to get there on time. How you approach this is down to you and not something that we can intervene with as schools differ in their acceptance of this. It is always worth stating what a fantastic opportunity this is for them and what it could lead to in the future for them. If you cannot make the time given then we can try and get a later time but it is worth noting that lots of people do this and it is often not possible.

Parents will wait in the Waiting Room while the children go in to the Casting. 

Auditions are hard won and competition is very fierce, so if you accept a booking to attend an audition then you must attend and at the time agreed with you.  It is your responsibility to make allowances for traffic delays, etc.

Sometimes you will be advised with what to wear but often not, so always go with their hair looking like their headshot and in something they are comfortable in.

Often the commercial auditions are based on improvisation and so they will not need to prepare anything beforehand it is just going in confidently and trying your best to do what they ask of you. If there is a script then it will be given as soon as we have it and its best to practise at home and if they have asked, then learn it before the audition.

In the room you tend to meet with the Casting Director and the Director, however for the big West End Musicals this can be a bigger panel, sometimes of up to 6 people. Remember they want you to do well so try not to let the amount of people put you off.

After an audition can you drop me a message so that I know how it went and contact the Casting team if necessary.

Sometimes there will be a recall that you are required to attend. If this is for a TV Commercial there is usually a recall fee so that you are not out of pocket. We will inform you if this is the case. There is not a recall fee for anything else.
Why did I not get the job?

You must be aware that following an audition it is standard industry practice that you will only normally be contacted if the client has been successful.  We appreciate this can be upsetting for children and parents, so please ensure their excitement is for the opportunity of the audition and getting the job is the cherry on the cake. 

Sometimes it is nothing to do with the child as to why they were unsuccessful, they could just be looking for something very specific. Sometimes the breakdowns even change after the audition and where they were looking for a girl they are now looking for a boy. Or the age bracket shifts or a change in ethnicity. This is very much out of yours or our control.
Self Tapes
More often than not now days we are asked to submit self tapes. This is just as important as an audition in the room with the casting team. We have to stick tightly to the deadlines given to us so if we ask for a self tape to be returned to us by a certain time then it is really important that we receive it by then. 

When filming a self tape you can film on your phone. 

Always start with an ident where your child introduces themselves to the camera. Unless asked for something specific then they will need to state their Name age and agency. 

Always film head and shoulders in landscape. Unless asked otherwise, for the scenes,never act down the lens of the camera, always direct the gaze just off screen but so that we can see their full face. Make sure the room is clearly lit and there is a lot of light so that we can clearly see your child’s face and expression. 

Someone will have to READ THE OTHER PEOPLES LINES OFF CAMERA so that the child can perform the conversation fluently and allow them to create the character easily. You do not need to read the stage directions. 

Please note acting is not just saying the lines, the children need to be engaged in the scene, focused and reacting throughout. Do not just film snippets of your child saying each line and then edit it together.

There is no need to add music or any other elements to make the tape look like a film.

PROFILES = Full Body shot, face on and then side on. 

HANDS = Front and back of hands held up to the screen

All of the above needs to be a video and not pictures put into video form. 

Below is a helpful guide to filming a self tape and should be watched before you film your first self tape. 

https://www.spotlight.com/news-and-advice/tips-and-advice/how-to-self-tape-at-home/   
What does it mean if my child is pencilled?
If your child is pencilled then it means that they are ‘on hold’ for the job, usually along with a handful of other children that were auditioned for that role. They do this while they have to go through all of the channels in order to make the final decision on who will get the role. Usually there are lots of people that have to say ok before someone gets the job. If you are on pencil you will be required to pencil in the shoot dates and hold them until the pencil is either confirmed or you are released. 


What happens if I get the job?
If you are successful following an audition, or if you have been selected without an audition, we will contact you with an offer of a job. All methods of contact are made via telephone, email, text.
N.B. Please make absolutely sure the client(and any attendance required by a parent) is available to carry out the work and you fully understand the requirements before accepting the booking. Once you have accepted the booking then the client must arrive at the production at the time and place specified.  Failing an unforeseen major catastrophe happening there can be no exceptions to this.

Once the client has accepted the assignment you will be emailed all the information you need to take part in the production. Again, it is very important you receive this information in plenty of time to prepare properly.  Sometimes the production team will contact the parent directly to talk through the call times etc if this is the case then you must keep the agency in the loop by calling us or forwarding the email. 

When your child gets the job they will be required to have a license in order to work and get time off of school etc. This is sorted out directly by Nicola, who, on confirmation of a job will get in contact with what information she requires from you.


Wardrobe:
You may be called prior to your engagement by a production company's wardrobe/costume dept.  They will give you full details of what to wear (e.g. stripes, spots or fluorescent colours are not suitable for video, and no large logos are permitted on clothes or bags). At all times please make sure the Agency has a contact number on which you can easily be reached.


How do I get paid? 
Once you have got a job Nicola deals with the contract from there and will also deal with payments as and when they come in which is typically 4-6 weeks for TV and commericals. If you are in a Play or Musical then this will be weekly.  As soon as we have the money we will contact you for your bank details and you will receive the payment via BACS 
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